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Principal’s Report
Dear Parents and members of the School Community,
I am pleased to report that after an exceptionally busy two weeks, we have completed our school review! For this
review we decided to work together as the Top Paddock Cluster and develop goals that we will work on for the next
four years across the cluster. Our goals have always been very similar anyway.
The review panel were very impressed with the Top Paddock generally and our students specifically. They commented a number of times on how polite and confident our Nully students were and how clearly they could explain
what they had / were learning. These compliments are a credit to us all … it takes a village to raise a child!
We are still refining the goals, and I will present more information to School Council next week, however we are
happy that we have struck a good balance between goals that benefit all of our students and support our schools to
deliver better outcomes, while still retaining the things that are unique to the programs that each individual school
offers.
Once our School Council have approved our School Strategic Plan, the roadmap that guides our work until the next
review, I will put more information in the newsletter.

In the last newsletter I introduced Ms Karen Power, who is a new CRT working at our
school on Mondays and Tuesdays.
We now also have another new CRT, Ms Katie Matthews, who will be working with us
on Thursdays and Fridays until the end of the year. Ms Matthews is a former colleague
of mine from my days at Kyneton Secondary College.

Curriculum News
The students in P-2 have been working on 2D and 3d shapes in geometry this term. They went out and about for a
learning walk with Ms Power to identify shapes in the environment and were very keen to show Ms Matthews how
they could build nets to make 3D shapes using 2D shapes.
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As we have done for the last 3 years, the students in
grades 3-6 participated in the Global Read Aloud again this
year. Last week we finished The Jumbies.
This book introduced us to some of the myths and stories
that children living in the Caribbean grow up listening to.
The book also made us think about big issues like the impact of global warming, how humans change the environment and what happens if different cultures don’t get along.
Unfortunately we have been unable to hold our usual sleep over, where we connect with
classrooms across the world via video. We were able to make global connections by:
·

participating the Kahoot each week, run by Mr Tindale in Canada;

·

adding our comments and thoughts to the padlet run by Ms Cooke in USA;

·

sharing digital postcards with 20 different classrooms across the world.

In Literacy the P-2 students have been learning to use the story cubes as a seed for storytelling … both speaking
and writing. First they roll three cubes, decide on the order and tell the story out loud. Then they use this as a start
for their writing.
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Students also did some
writing, with Mrs Wight, in
preparation for our Remembrance Day Service.
As we do when Remembrance Day falls on a
school day, we gathered
around our memorial
poppy garden.
We talk about the connections our garden has
to the soldiers in WWI
and to the areas in
France that some of the
battles occurred.
Darcey Poyner read the
poem “In Flanders Fields”
and then we held a minute of silence before
playing the last post.
Our outdoor learning area project has continued at a great pace since the last newsletter. We now have a large,
green turfed area on part of the oval that we can use for PE/Sport and, of course, provides a safe place for students
to play football, soccer, cricket and other ball sports at recess and lunch.

The truck arrived and quickly unloaded the turf ‘carpet’ tiles using
his little loader.
The crew from Mallee Landscaping set to work, and by recess we
had a green oval. It took about a week for the turf to establish
roots and be ready to play on, thanks to the new watering system
and some help from the rain.
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It is fantastic to see the students playing
whole school games of soccer and cricket on
the new green space.
We are planning to mark some lines to make
the boundaries a bit easier to umpire.

Transition Programs
Our prep transition program runs on Fridays throughout November
and this year Kailey Poyner has been joining us for our Friday program.
Darcey Poyner began his grade 6 to year 7 transition with a tour of
Birchip P-12 School on Wednesday 17th November. He will now participate in a 3 day program where students are gradually moved from
the routines of the grade 6 classroom to the timetable changes they
will experience in high school.
Jenna Hogan, one of our School Leaders, has taken on the role of
‘buddy’ to Kailey during her transition days.
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COVID updates
All students in grades 3-6 are still required to wear a mask when inside the buildings and travelling on the bus. Students in Grades P-2 are encouraged but not required to wear a face mask. Masks must be worn properly, covering
the nose and mouth. We are not required to wear masks outside.
Parents and other adults must wear masks, check in using the QR code and provide evidence of being double vaccinated to enter the buildings and to attend functions on-site. You do not need to do this to drop off or pick up children from the school gates.
As always, and especially as we now have active cases in our town, please keep your children at home if they
show any symptoms of illness. If they have symptoms consistent with COVID then please get them tested and isolate until you get the results. If students are at home waiting for COVID test results please let me know and I will
provide At Home Learning support.

Reminders
Lunches:

On the days when we have more than two adults on-site, Gail kindly donates
the unpaid part of her lunch break to toast the students’ sandwiches on request. However, her generosity is being abused!
One of our school values is Respect. It would be respectful if students could
ask Gail in the morning if she could toast a sandwich … rather than expecting her do it when they put a sandwich
on the bench at the start of lunchtime!! It has also grown from an occasional sandwich to most students, on most
days.
So that Gail can plan for how many toasters and how much time she needs we will introduce a new system starting
tomorrow. Students who would like their sandwich toasted must have it in a bag with their name on it and place it in
the “toasting tub” when they get to school. Sandwiches not put in the tub at this time will not be toasted.
This is not possible when there is only Gail and a teacher on-site as we cannot provide adequate supervision. Students need to bring sandwiches that they are still prepared to eat without being toasted!
Gail does not work on Wednesday so toasties will not be available on Wednesdays at all.
I would also like to remind parents that students are not permitted to bring food that requires heating in the microwave. We introduced ‘pie day’ to overcome the need for hot food on other days. It is not safe for students use cooking equipment in an unsupervised environment.

While it might seem a small thing, we do not have the staff available to supervise the yard and students using potentially harmful equipment while still having our own lunch and setting up for afternoon activities. Please help us to
help the children to show Respect for the privileges they have and understanding for all the work that the staff do in
a small school.

Have a good week, everyone and stay safe!
Helen Digby
Principal
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The goal of all of our students is to get at least one piece of writing to a publishable standard each year. We don’t
always achieve this, but I hope you enjoy reading the children’s stories as much as I do.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
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NULLAWIL RECREATION RESERVE
At the Annual Recreation Reserve meeting it was moved
that we need an impressive entrance for our great facilities.
Please think seriously about designing and planning a new
entrance for the Rec. Reserve.
Submit all ideas on paper with photos etc
to Glenn or Shelley by 31st December, 2021.
The Rec. Committee of Management will then decide and
ask for help with costings and construction.

HARVEST IS ON IN NULLAWIL & DISTRICT –Please take care

