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Principal’s Report
Dear Parents and members of the School Community,
We began this term with good news …
… firstly, despite the statewide staggered approach for a return to
school, we were granted permission for all of our students to come
back to on-site learning at the same time at the beginning of week two.

Our focus for these first 2-3 weeks has continued to be on “wellbeing”
and “togetherness”. We have encouraged outside play now that the
weather is being kind. The students have enjoyed playing whole school
old favourites, like tiggy and cricket, and still continue to invent new
games and variations.

… secondly, our long awaited outdoor learning spaces project has begun! The project is being funded by the State
Government and was approved late in 2020. COVID
restrictions have made starting work difficult, creating
problems with access to supplies. However, now that
work has started it is moving swiftly. Our project involves the creation of three outdoor spaces:
1 - Outdoor Classroom.
We now have a pergola next to the hothouse, which
faces out on to the native garden area. We can easily
seat a class, and probably the whole school, in the
area.
The hothouse has had a revamp and we have added 3
more garden beds and an orchard of 7 fruit trees to the
area. The students have helped to plant the area up
this week.
The final step will be to add the indigenous plants to support our edible garden program.
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2 - Green Space on the Oval.
The trenches for a new watering system have been dug and we
hope to lay turf next week. This will create and sustain a grassy
area slightly larger than the front lawn (tennis court size-ish). We
will now have a safe place to play ball sports at recess and lunch
time and will increase our options for PE and sport.
3 - Sensory Remembrance Garden.
The current garden housing the flag pole will be removed. We will
have a fence erected on the boundary between the school and the
community land. Ornamental fruit trees will provide a back drop to
new garden beds that will house a variety of plants that students
can touch, smell and look at for inspiration.
We will also relocate the poppy bed to be a central feature and reinstate 3 flag poles. This will give us a beautiful
space under the shade sails to hold assemblies and special events.
The work is being done by Mallee Landscaping, from Birchip. The students are enjoying watching the various deliveries arrive and the assortment of machines Jarrod Tyler and James Paley are using.

Curriculum News
Before the work on the outdoor classroom started, the students spent a pleasant afternoon planting seeds. They
worked in pairs to plant beans, snow peas, carrots, lettuce,
cucumber, spring onions, zucchini to name a few. The seedlings will be transferred to our new raised garden beds once
they are strong enough.

Unfortunately we forgot to label any of the
pots so we will have to wait until the seedlings grow to learn how to identify plants by
their stems, leaves and flowers!
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We will also soon receive our order of seedlings from the Loddon Prison. This program is one of the work options
available to prisoners and allows them to develop skills to assist when they have finished their sentence and return to the outside world.
With luck, and the help of the new water system, we should have a good crop of home-grown vegetables to use in
our cooking sessions.
In Term Two the Tutoring Program focused on developing fine and gross motor skills. While there are many physical benefits to developing these skills, we identified this an area for focus because fine motor skills, particularly,
underpin writing skills.
Improving fine motor skills improves pencil control making letter formation clearer and writing quicker. As with any
‘training’ as the muscles in the fingers, hand and arm get stronger students are also able to sustain longer periods
of writing and write more (faster) in less time.
We have noticed that all of our students are more detailed in their drawings and their handwriting quality and
quantity is improving.

The example I provide here is from prep
student, Jaymee Poyner.
You can see the picture (above) that she
used as her ‘writing seed’ (the idea for her story). Her writing is well formed and the letters show uniformity in size.
Jaymee no longer needs to use a finger to make the spaces between words. Her picture is free drawn and shows
as much detail as the original.
The focus for the Tutoring Program in Term Four will be on expanding
vocabulary. Mrs Wight is working with the classroom teachers from
Nullawil and Ultima Primary Schools to compliment and enhance the
spelling and vocabulary activities currently used.
The DET have confirmed that the Tutoring Program will be funded again
in 2022.
We would like to welcome our newest staff member, Ms Karen Power,
who joins us a regular CRT. Ms Power is originally from this area and is
an experienced teacher who has taught in Kyneton and Alexandra. She
has returned to support her father on the farm up near Goschen.
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COVID updates
All students in grades 3-6 must wear a mask when inside the buildings and travelling on the bus. Students in
Grades P-2 are encouraged but not required to wear a face mask. Masks must be worn properly, covering the nose
and mouth. I have provided the grade 3-6 students, who did not already have one, with a cloth mask which is machine washable. We are also expecting a delivery of child sized disposable masks from the DET in the next few
weeks.

-

In order for students to travel on the buses they must apply to the Bus Coordinator for the school/s covered by the bus run. The bus operators are not
responsible for maintaining the registers or enacting the safety plans without
direction from the coordinators.
I am the Bus Coordinator for the Nullawil Bus Run which includes the drop
off at our school and the connection with the Birchip bus at Hunt’s Corner.
Students who live out of town apply when they register their residential address and may be eligible for free travel on the bus depending on how far
away they live. The DET determine if a student is eligible for free travel.
A parent can request that their child use the bus to travel with an out of town student and the Bus Coordinator will
approve this if there is room on the bus. In our situation we rarely say no because space is not an issue. However, I
need to keep accurate records of who is on the bus every day, including guest travelers. These records are used in
cases of emergency such as vehicle accidents, road closures and, now, COVID cases. The DET first access the
information stored online in our Emergency Management Plan and then by contacting the Bus Coordinator.
Buses are covered by COVID rules and these do change, just like all the other restrictions, sometimes with limited
notice! Please do not assume that your child can just hop on the bus after school with their friends.
I ask that you either send me a note, email or text at least the day before you want your child to travel to give me
time to update the official records.
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I thank you all for your support in continuing to contact me before coming on to school grounds, I still need to control
the number of adults on-site. Also, for keeping children at home who display symptoms of any illness.

Reminders
Most students are bringing a water bottle to school but there are still a few who ‘forget’. Please
check that your child has a full water bottle in their bag before they leave for school. We will
provide opportunities for refills during the day. With the warmer weather coming students will need
to drink more.
However, we also need to have full water bottles incase of emergencies such as loss of power,
dust storms or grassfire that may require a hide-in-place or off-site evacuation. In the case of
emergency, we may not have access to drinking water if we are not carrying it with us.
Please label your child’s clothing with a family name at least! This includes re-labelling second hand clothing. With cool mornings and warm afternoons students
take off jumpers and tracksuit pants… and just like at home, they discard them where they
stand! We gather quite large piles of ‘lost’ clothing but have difficulty finding the owners as
most of it is un-name
If you require new school uniforms please contact the office. We have had a delivery of
some new polo tops and jumpers, with the school logo. We have a limited number of sizes
10-14 but have ordered some more. Thank you to Dale Poyner for organizing this.

Have a good week, everyone and stay safe!
Helen Digby

-

-
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